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The Book of Isaiah 
Latter Prophets I: Isaiah 
Class notes

Reflections on Isaiah 6
















Introduction and Historical Background

Isaiah’s Ministry


· Isaiah is called to ministry in 740/39 B.C., “the year that king Uzziah died” (Isa 6:1).




· Uzziah’s reign 

· 791-740 B.C.



· “It was a proud time of military success, political stability, and great prosperity” (Webb, 20). 




· Isaiah 5:8; 3:16-23








· Assyrian Threat

· Most of the material in 1-39 is written against the backdrop of the Assyrian empire; in particular, two different Assyrian crises: 1) 734 (Pekah and Rezin invade Judah; cf. Isa 7) and 701 (Senacherub’s invasion).


 


	







· 745 B.C. Tiglath-Pileser III 






· Resistance. 





· Ahaz ascended to the throne in 735 B.C. 








· Assyria remained the dominant threat











· Assyrian threat of 701 B.C. 


· Who were the Assyrians?



· Overview
· 911 – 612 B.C.

·  (
Assyrian Psychological Warfare
“
One or more groups or cities were singled out for a major onslaught, be it pitched battle or siege, and once they were defeated the people were horribly mutilated and slaughtered while their houses and towns were burnt to the ground. Victims were selected, their skins were flayed, and the mutilated corpses were hung on stakes surrounding the city. News of such horrible acts spread quickly throughout the region, and commonly the people submitted to the Assyrian army without further resistance. This “calculated frightfulness” or psychological warfare of the Assyrian army won it a notorious reputation in the Bible and in subsequent histories. Whatever moral judgement one might pronounce on such tactics, the practice was extremely effective; and one must remember that it was selective. Only strategic targets were singled out for this treatment, and there was a specific purpose behind it.
” (ABD)
)





· Psychological warfare 























Authorship

The problem:
	
There are those who cannot accept the fact that Isaiah wrote this book about 700 years BC. 

reasons:

1. Isaiah's prediction of the NAME of Cyrus who would allow the Jews to return from exile (Isaiah 45)

2. While Isaiah is mentioned by name in the first ½ of the book (2:1; 7:3; 13:1; 20:2; 39:3, 5, 8), he’s not mentioned at all in chps. 40-66.

3. Primary: 40-66 focuses on Babylon whereas 1-39 focuses on Assyria.
a. 


The evidence for the unity of Isaiah

1. Jewish tradition has always ascribed the entire book to Isaiah.

· The Isaiah Scroll among the Dead Sea Scrolls


· Sirach 48:22-25 (Intertestamental book written about 180 B.C.) says that Isaiah “With inspired power he saw the future and comforted the mourners in Zion. He revealed things to come before they happened, the secrets of the future to the end of time.” 



· Christian tradition 

2. The New Testament writers clearly accepted the entire book as the work of Isaiah.

· In the NT all the major sections of Isaiah are quoted under the title Isaiah.
· See esp. John 12:38-40
· John 12:39-40 - ascribes Isaiah 6:10 to Isaiah.
· John 12:38 - ascribes Isaiah 53:1 to Isaiah

· Other portions of the NT where portions of Isaiah 40-66 (the portion supposedly not written by Isaiah) are ascribed to Isaiah include:
· Mt 3:3; Mk 1:2,3; Jn 1:23 - quote Isa 40:3
· Lk 3:4-6 - quotes Isa 40:3-5
· Mt 12:17-21 - quotes Isa 42:1-4
· Rom 10:16 - quotes Isa 53:1
· Mt 8:17 - quotes Isa 53:4
· Ac 8:32-33 - quotes Isa 53:7,8
· Rom 10:20 - quotes Isa 65:1
· In this connection, it is interesting that the prophet Isaiah is mentioned 22 times in the New Testament, more than any other Old Testament prophet.
· Jesus Christ clearly assumed that Isaiah was the author of the whole book.  Jesus was handed the "scroll of the prophet Isaiah" (Lk 4:17-19) which He unrolled and read from Isa 61:1-2.

3. The literary style of the book is similar in both sections (1-39 & 40-66).







4. Most importantly, in response to those who say that the Babylonian exile is irrelevant for those living in 700 B.C., one of the major themes of Isaiah 40-55 is that God predicts and determines the future. 







· Why does God give 40-66 to the audience of 1-39?




Isaiah 1—5

Overview

· Discuss the “vision” of 1:1








· Discuss the structure of 1-6
· 1:1 The great vision
· 1:2-2:5 From the Jerusalem that is to the Zion that will be
· 2:6-22 The day of the LORD
· 3:1-4:1 Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem
· 4:2-6 Beyond judgment – glory! 
· 5:1-30 A worthless vineyard



Main Features of Isaiah 1—5

1. Sinfulness of Israel

· Total depravity 
· 1:5-6
 




· False worship
· 1:11-15
· “I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly” (1:13). 





· Pride 
· 2:9-22







· Idolatry
· 2:8

· historical aspect




· apply 




· Misuse of wealth and economic injustice

· 1:16-17

· 1:23

· 2:7

· 3:14-4:1

· 5:8




2. Judgment 


· Timing: near future and distance future

· Near Future. Future Assyrian invasions. Primarily 701 B.C. 
· e.g. 1:7-8, 24-25




· Distance Future. “that day” (2:11) slides into vv. 12-22 which is focused on the whole earth (“all that is proud and lofty;” v. 12). “That day” = 2:11, (12), 17, 20; 3:7, 18. 





3. Redemption



· Three features:

· 1:9 Remnant
· 3:10

· 6:13

· 7:14? 

· Historical significance. 


· Spiritual significance. 


· 1:18-20 Restoration 
· problem? 



· 2:2-4 Future ingathering of Gentiles
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